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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these
marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question

the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:
Marks must be awarded positively:

marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond the
scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

marks are not deducted for errors

marks are not deducted for omissions

answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the
question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level
descriptors.

© UCLES 2018 Page 2 of 13




0549/01 Cambridge IGCSE — Mark Scheme March 2018
PUBLISHED

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or
grade descriptors in mind.
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Question Answer Marks Guidance
Exercise 1, Questions 1-5
Note: Remember that this exercise is marked for content (reading), not language.
1 IF & s AT A5 AT A 1 | Reject st
2 AYTAS T # TE-[AA Yoo & ST/ Biaa G & dq 1
3 3Yal GIeAT ailel & 2Mieh I 3R Jeled & folu/ 3 ¢ SETSR & ol M d el Fohll ol / 1
FrEaeT # & fSepe Sold T
4 (i) aFeneer @ Aiferd qepfaftr i S 3N qeds W wdd = & fau 1
(i) 39l S8t & S & fAw/ 3@ oher iR AQA & fow 1
o g 3TIATH IHTaRTH & 3ATH 1
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Exercise 2, Question 6
Note: correct spelling is essential throughout the form-filling exercise.
The conventions of form-filling (i.e. instructions to tick, circle, delete) must be observed with total accuracy.
6 (i) 16-17 1
(i) wole HAeR 3 o, 25 IXECH US , FHlelehrcl 700004 1
(iii) 3T F=ar faeaTeT ( Please accept F=dT fagTer also) 1
(iv) Fodgid # 1
(v) g€ sl 997 & Qe dRE ol deh 1
(vi) SIYST & & Fglell @l T Aleh / Thot 1 GfFer # 3 asl @ wglell Fenlieled / qiepr 2
HIATS FEAl A WERR (FS 2)
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Exercise 3, Questions 7-9

Note: correct responses only apply if they are placed under the correct sub-heading (as detailed below).Remember that this exercise is marked for
content (reading), not language.

7 S ANHT T I TFd e HideT 8ld & 306 97 & O T gad 5w o1 Gopar § / Jd@H 1
39 FT & H1G UF H TG Fhal g1 / 39T 3dRSE 3R AW HAIGAT IFd HLeAT|
U aRT @eh AR Ulel arel Y A &7 & Sisar / Hslt st #if@e €9 § gl HieT glar ¢ 1
ae forgey a9 aX dad 81 / o@s 3R 9T U are AERE §9 @ JH AGRS gRart
ffer &1 / $iifas gl & gT X Tl / 99 § oW T cAfedcd HIHe 37T &

8 W AT # I9 YSHAR HCAAGH/Gl/hecR aRT Hol S A/ WA FAI & T Gl dTed Sl 3HhT 1
Hed 6T gl ggdr Tl
SIS STHRAT 97 TEATT ¢ / T6e U &G FXh oAeT S ST Tl 1

9 T 3R Aepias Aged 1
dcepleltel sfdgra Fl SeThRT 1
FERIGT ST & &Y &1 for@r 99 S ofererer 500 a¥ qd forar arar / favaufdg fOar agw s & 1
T & 9fd e 9H IR dcaprellel STAgT & STl
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Exercise 4, Question 10

Count words and indicate when the 120 word limit has been reached with the slash (/) annotation tool.

Do not award language marks if there is no content to reward.
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10

G CIER

g # R F ATYAT, IFdaT 3R G Fr asda AT 7fd & FR1EGT & FROT 6T T FA Ageld
A TSl § / RIS FAT BISSUT o ITAN STeHd ded Al 14-17 € 3R qo7 aaeh safed
H 7-9 € T HT A &

TROT AfFT FI g AeIar g/ 9ARST & oI5 FehaTT B

TG Fig &Y Sfiaer & fow maeTs

ofic # sifger aradr, aoh 3R | b afea Hr qiee

femer &1 o (P15 3)

3fAer @ ganfaa gifa:

Fedl die & AT, ge AT, 3T I@dard, HYAG 3T T e AT Gerr

TS, P S WM @ s AT ORF afFT 7w

ATAS THEIAT H FH/ATEERT F HHART

CHRT & S Hlal ST dlehd H FAT

foeTr RO IrEdT/gFTTE /RSSO Ukt FT 37Ie,

THTCHIA 3MEUs S faggd |fhd 39T sfic # Weldl 3Tl Wehel §1 37U 3o¢ Wi HHT &G
Feh T@AT AU

TR AATFEARRIY 3717 (F1 3)

Language (up to 4 marks)

0 marks: meaning obscure because of density of language errors and serious problems with
expression/nothing of relevance

1 mark: expression weak/reliance on lifting without discrimination

2 marks: expression limited/some reliance on lifting from the original, but some sense of order
3 marks: expression good, with attempts to group and sequence ideas in own words

4 marks: expression very good; clear, orderly grouping and sequencing largely in own words

10
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Exercise 5, Questions 11-14
11 CIG 1
IR FaE & T ARG GEAT H FToH o AT & ¢ i I & gauad § 1
12 I 1
iR 3nhhr grelt & s 3R T TS gl ¥ 93 B € 1
13 ITad 1
e gt & g3 2 o, 9l 9 3R A 9@ & He e § 1
14 e 1
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Exercise 5, Questions 15-17
Remember that this exercise is marked for content (reading), not language.
15 STEA ATIATT T 3R 3Tk WK & ATIHT T 8T IaT § / 37 RR W IRadeT =187 gl 1
16 greft gid & T fFw a1v 3y RieR/=amar & 1
17 | gt & 9 RffER 3t @wed # yeda/Adaie & T e & g 1
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18

Exercise 6, Question 18

Content covers relevance (i.e. whether the piece fulfils the task and the awareness of
purpose/audience/register) and the development of ideas (i.e. the detail/explanation
provided and how enjoyable it is to read).

Language covers style (i.e. complexity of vocabulary and sentence structure) and accuracy
(of grammar, spelling, punctuation and use of paragraphs).

When deciding on a mark for content or language, first of all decide which mark band is most
appropriate. There will not necessarily be an exact fit. Then decide between 2 marks within
that mark band. Use the lower mark if it only just makes it into the band and the upper mark
if it fulfils all the requirements of the band but does not quite make it into the band above.
When deciding on a mark for content, look at both relevance and development of ideas.
First ask yourself whether the writing fulfils the task, in terms of points to be covered and the
length. If it does, it will be in one of the top three mark bands.

When deciding on a mark for language, look at both the style and the accuracy of the
language. A useful starting point would be first to determine whether errors intrude. If they do
not, it will be in one of the top three mark bands.

The use of paragraphs should not be the primary basis of deciding which mark band the work is
in. Look first at the language used and once you have decided on the appropriate mark band, you
can use the paragraphing as a factor in helping you to decide whether the work warrants the
upper or lower mark in the mark band.

If the essay is considerably shorter than the stated word length but does fulfil the task, it
should be put in mark band 5-6 for content.

If the essay is considerably shorter than the stated word length and does not fulfil the
task, it should be put in mark band 3—4 for content or lower.

If the essay is partly relevant and therefore in mark band 3—4, the full range of marks for
Language are available.

If the essay is totally irrelevant and has nothing to do with the question asked, it should be
given 0 marks for Content and Language, even if it is enjoyable to read and fluent.

YENOT T YIRS, TR, 30T AT A JGWUT gled & HRUT, 38h g iR 378 g kel
ésggqﬁ,;rmﬁaﬁﬁ SANTERGdT d & 39T 3¢ W FFdId [aar

20
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GENERAL CRITERIA FOR MARKING EXERCISE 6
M CONTENT: LANGUAGE:
ark . Mark
band relevance and development of ideas band style and accuracy
(AO: W1, W2, W6) (AO: W1, W3, W4, W5)
9-10 | Highly effective: 9-10 | Fluent:
Relevance: Fulfils the task, with consistently appropriate Style: Almost first language competence. Ease of style.
register and excellent sense of purpose and audience. Confident and wide-ranging use of language, idiom and
Development of ideas: Shows independence of thought. tenses.
Ideas are well developed, at appropriate length and Accuracy: None or very few errors. Well-constructed and
persuasive. Quality is sustained throughout. Enjoyable to linked paragraphs.
read. The interest of the reader is aroused and sustained.
7-8 Effective: 7-8 Precise:
Relevance: Fulfils the task, with appropriate register and Style: Sentences show variety of structure and length.
good sense of purpose and audience. Some style and turn of phrase. Uses some idioms and is
Development of ideas: |deas are well developed and at precise in use of vocabulary. However, there may be some
appropriate length. Engages reader’s interest. awkwardness in style making reading less enjoyable.
Accuracy: Generally accurate, apart from occasional
frustrating minor errors. There are paragraphs showing
some unity, although links may be absent or inappropriate.
5-6 Satisfactory: 5-6 Safe:
Relevance: Fulfils the task, with reasonable attempt at Style: Mainly simple structures and vocabulary,
appropriate register, and some sense of purpose and sometimes attempting more sophisticated language.
audience. A satisfactory attempt has been made to Accuracy: Meaning is clear, and work is of a safe, literate
address the topic, but there may be digressions. standard. Simple structures are generally sound, apart
Development of ideas: Material is satisfactorily from infrequent spelling errors, which do not interfere with
developed at appropriate length. communication. Grammatical errors occur when more
sophistication is attempted. Paragraphs are used but
without coherence or unity.
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CONTENT: LANGUAGE:
Mark . Mark
band relevance and development of ideas band style and accuracy
(AO: W1, W2, W6) (AO: W1, W3, W4, W5)
34 Partly relevant: 3-4 Errors intrude:

Relevance: Partly relevant and some engagement with
the task. Does not quite fulfil the task, although there are
some positive qualities. Inappropriate register, showing
insufficient awareness of purpose and/or audience.
Development of ideas: Supplies some detail and

explanation, but the effect is incomplete. Some repetition.

Style: Simple structures and vocabulary.

Accuracy: Meaning is sometimes in doubt. Frequent
distracting errors hamper precision and slow down
reading. However, these do not seriously impair
communication. Paragraphs absent or inconsistent.
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